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has called, appropriately in capitals, 'The Field' and described as a 'powerful disciplinary force: assertive, demanding, even coercive' (Geertz, 1995, p. 119) . But Nnkya and Lerise would have none of it. Born and raised in the region where we worked, they patiently explained to me it was bad enough that they would arrive on site in our team car, the clichéd white four-wheel-drive vehicle of development workers. If, on top of this, they appeared with a European in tow, that would impede data collection and bias results. So they asked me politely to stay 'at home' at the Uhuru Hostel, which I reluctantly did, watching the white car disappear down the hostel driveway with the doctors-to-be.
Later, when Nnkya and Lerise were writing up the research for their dissertations (Lerise, 1996; Nnkya, 1996) , we repeatedly discussed how best to avoid their many years of work ending up as two more unpublished tomes, gathering dust on a shelf somewhere, unread and uncited. My work in Africa -covering two and a half decades on and off in Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania and South Africa -is amongst the professionally most satisfying things I have done. This is not only because of the high quality of colleagues and students I have worked with in Africa, including several of the editors of and contributors to the present volume, but also because of the profoundly interesting and meaningful problematics that urban and rural life in Africa throw up for planning scholars and teachers to deal with. If I had to single out a few things I treasure the most from my work in Africa, helping launch AAPS is at the top of the list alongside my decades-long collaboration with Drs Nnkya and Lerise. The work in Tanzania was made possible through funding from Danida, the Danish International Development Agency, and shrewd directorship by Professor Jørgen Andreasen from the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, without whom most likely none of the Foreword xi above would have happened, including the present book, or they would have happened very differently.
Against this background it pleases me no end to have received the honour of writing the Foreword to this volume, which is the direct result of an AAPS initiative. The initiative, begun in 2009, is aimed at advancing the case study methodology in teaching and research about planning in Africa. The book grew out of three AAPS workshops on case study methodology held in East, Southern and West Africa that I had the privilege of helping co-organize and develop the teaching material for. I co-taught the first workshop with -yes, you guessed it -Drs Nnkya and Lerise, this time with Professor Watson also on the teaching team, and Professor Andreasen serving the role of gadfly posing irritating but highly productive questions from the sideline.
In designing the workshops, we considered the case study particularly important for African planning studies because of the unique ability of this method to take context into account and to get close to reality -dirty shoes and all. The case study thus avoids some of the pitfalls of methods that import concepts and theories developed in other settings, typically European or North American, and then apply them to African phenomena, where the concepts and theories often do not fit well. What stood out from the first workshop was the richness of the cases presented by participants. Judging by the contents of the present book, this richness continued through the other workshops. The aim was to develop a more nuanced understanding of African planning practices on the part of planning researchers, educators, students and practitioners, and this aim has been achieved, as this book shows.
The book may be seen as an appeal from the editors and contributors to those in the wider planning profession to recognize and attempt to proactively engage with the realities of African planning, including positive stories of planning practice, collaboration and innovation that works. Practising what it preaches, the book sets an excellent standard for how this may be done. The book is an example for others to follow, in and out of Africa.
Bent Flyvbjerg BT Professor and Chair of Major Programme Management, Saïd Business School, University of Oxford, United Kingdom
African cities are the sites of flux and uncertainty, yet urban planning on the continent has shown limited capacity to understand and respond to attendant urban challenges in meaningful ways. Even today, planning legislation is often based on colonial laws and regulations, and the policy instruments with which planners act are often delinked from current realities of urbanization. In this context, planning education remains rooted in a peculiar postcolonial paradigm of instrumentalism and developmentalism. Planners are being trained to view and interact with the world in a way that is sharply at odds with the manner in which the multitude of urban residents perceive and negotiate urban life (Watson, 2003) .
The Association of African Planning Schools (AAPS) seeks to correct this imbalance between urban practice and the realities of urbanization. As a network of over 50 university-based departments and programmes offering urban and regional planning (mostly located in Anglophone Africa), AAPS sees the development of effective research and teaching practices amongst planning academics and educators as a vital step towards improving planning practice on the continent.
In 2008, AAPS embarked on a project aimed at revitalizing planning education in Africa. Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, the project had a number of objectives, primarily relating to curricular reform. AAPS held that future curricular reform should allow for and benefit from deep circumstantial engagement. The project's intention was to develop capacities to design teaching content and methodologies that can adequately capture and foster responses to African urban realities. At the inaugural workshop of AAPS in Cape Town (South Africa) in October 2008, discussion focused on the value of using case study research to achieve these objectives. Subsequently, in 2009, AAPS commenced a second project, with the aim of promoting the case study method in teaching and research. Tanzania) , and convened by Nancy Odendaal (University of Cape Town, South Africa) and James Duminy (African Centre for Cities, University of Cape Town, South Africa). Their starting point was the idea that the case study calls for an intensive process of contextualization, and thus its conduct and interpretation can foster a more 'nuanced' understanding of African urban spaces and planning practices on the part of urban planning researchers (including students), educators and practitioners. The idea of a 'more nuanced understanding' was, in essence, an appeal for those in the wider profession to recognize and attempt to proactively engage with the realities of African urbanization -the modes of land access, settlement, movement, collaboration and livelihood often grouped (negatively) under the bracket of 'illegal' and (sometimes interchangeably) 'informal'. It was also a call for a mode of understanding that is better suited to describe and interpret the contradictory processes of rapid change and uncertainty that characterize African urbanisms. It was about capturing the positive stories of practice, collaboration and innovation, as much as the negative stories of urban fragmentation and failure.
The contents of this book reflect the outputs of the AAPS case study research and documentation project and its three workshops. Participants were required to submit novel case studies based on their own research work, or to discuss how case studies had been used within their own teaching. Several works were selected for publication in this volume, and the workshop facilitators and editors worked closely with authors to improve the methodological and stylistic aspects of these studies.
In the process of running these workshops, through interactions with participants and the mutual sharing of past research experiences, it became clear that the generic aspects of the case study research methodology often needed to be adapted to the specific context in which they were being applied -in this case, African urban areas and planning initiatives. To this end the first chapter follows the format of the workshops and functions as a guide to those using the case method in such contexts. More generally speaking, this book provides an indication of how a shift towards 'phronetic' research and pedagogical approaches can unfold in circumstances where the dominant forms of generating and implementing knowledge on cities are sourced from other, very different contexts (Flyvbjerg, 2001) . We therefore see that it has broader relevance beyond the confines of Africa, in particular with those other diverse and dynamic places that find themselves bracketed with the 'global South'.
In the spirit of the case study method, it is our intention to 'show', rather than simply 'tell', the reader about the strengths and limitations of undertaking a project of this sort. We do not offer the case studies assembled here as methodological exemplars. They are, however, indicative of how urban planning academics in one part of the world are engaging with methodology as a way of making their research and teaching more relevant to the urban challenges immediately at hand.
Christopher Anierobi is a lecturer in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus (Nigeria), and holds a master's degree in urban and regional planning from the University of Nigeria. He has previously worked as a field officer for the Urban Development Board in Awka and Makurdi. His research interests include environmental management issues in planning, solid waste management and the informal sector. Christopher has published papers in several national and international journals and conference proceedings.
Sarah Charlton holds a PhD in town and regional planning from the University of Sheffield (United Kingdom). She is a senior lecturer at the School of Architecture and Planning and director of the Centre for Urbanism and Built Environment Studies (CUBES) at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg (South Africa). Her academic research focuses on the ways in which poor people make use of cities, with a particular interest in the geographies of 'home' and 'work'. She is interested in state interventions in low-income housing and people's responses to these. Sarah has published in peer-reviewed books and journals including Planning Theory & Practice, Urban Forum, South African Review of Sociology and Development Southern Africa. James Duminy is a research officer at the African Centre for Cities, University of Cape Town (South Africa) and general secretary of the Association of African Planning Schools. He holds master's degrees in town and regional planning (from the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) and urban history (from the University of Leicester, United Kingdom), and has previously worked as an analyst and writer for the Imagine Durban participatory planning project. His research interests centre on the history of urban planning and development in Africa, emerging approaches to theorizing African cities and urbanization, the ethics of planning thought and praxis in Southern urban contexts, as well as representations of African urbanisms circulating in the media and the built environment.
Nkeiru Ezeadichie is a lecturer in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus (Nigeria). She xviii Notes on Contributors holds bachelor's and master's degrees in urban and regional planning from the University of Nigeria and is currently enrolled as a PhD student in the same department. She is a member of the Nigerian Environmental Society (Enugu State Chapter). Nkeiru's research interests include sustainable urban development and planning, pro-poor planning and informal economies. She has published peer-reviewed articles in journals including the Berkeley Planning Journal and Habitat International.
Daniel Inkoom is a senior lecturer and formerly head of the Department of Planning at Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi (Ghana). He is a member of the Ghana Institute of Planners and is national project coordinator for the State of the Cities in Africa (Ghana) Project. As a member of the steering committee of the Association of African Planning Schools, his research interests include urban governance, decentralization, as well as resource and environmental management. Daniel has published articles in International Development Planning Review, Environment and Urbanization, Development, Journal of Building and Land Development and Regional Development Studies. Karina Landman is an assistant professor in the Department of Town and Regional Planning at the University of Pretoria (South Africa). She has a background in architecture, urban design and city planning, and holds a PhD in urban design. Karina has extensive research experience related to urban and spatial transformation, crime prevention in the built environment, housing and sustainable development. Her other areas of research include the privatization of urban space, services and local governance; gated communities; urban segregation; mediumdensity mixed housing developments and affordable housing. Karina has published widely in these fields, including published articles, book chapters and conference papers presented at national and international conferences and symposia.
Mtafu Manda is a lecturer in urban planning at Mzuzu University (Malawi). He currently serves as president of the Malawian Institute of Physical Planners and on the steering committees of both the Association of African Planning Schools and the African Planning Association. He is Director of Alma-Urac Consult, a private consultancy firm engaged in urban planning, environmental assessment and housing research, established in 1998. He previously served as chairman of the Centre for Community Organization and Development, a Malawian non-governmental organization co-founded by him in 1993. Mtafu was also instrumental in establishing the Malawi Urban Forum. His research interests include urban informality, urban poverty, land tenure, as well as cross-border planning and policy strategies.
Stephen Mukiibi is the head of the Department of Architecture and Physical Planning at Makerere University (Uganda), where he has worked for the last 23 years. He is a housing policy specialist and practising architect, and holds a PhD from Newcastle University (United Kingdom). He worked as a senior architect in the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development in Uganda before joining the academia. His areas of research interest include urban development, human settlement development and low-cost housing. Stephen has published widely on these themes. Nancy Odendaal is a senior lecturer in city and regional planning in the School of Architecture, Planning and Geomatics at the University of Cape Town (South Africa). Prior to that she worked as a researcher at the African Centre for Cities (University of Cape Town) where she was responsible for the coordination of the Association of African Planning Schools (AAPS) projects. She currently represents AAPS on the Global Planning Education Association Network governing council. Her research and teaching interests include metropolitan planning, planning theory and infrastructural transitions in cities of the global South. In addition to her academic work, Nancy has conducted commissioned research on planning and transformation, land-use management and planning standards.
Joy Ogbazi holds a PhD in urban and regional planning from the Enugu State University of Science and Technology (Nigeria) and an MSc in international development from Iowa State University (United States of America). She is a professor in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus (Nigeria), where she has taught for 27 years, serving two terms as the head of the department. Her teaching and research focuses on planning theory, participation, urban development planning and environmental quality. Planning at the University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus (Nigeria). He joined the University in 1996 after a brief stint as a town planning officer in the Anambra State Homeownership Company in Awka, Nigeria. His areas of research interest include informality and urban economic dynamics, globalization, inclusive planning and housing. Victor has published several articles in notable peer-reviewed journals including Habitat International, Urban Forum and Cities, and has contributed to chapters in five books.
Vanessa
Watson is a professor of city planning in the School of Architecture, Planning and Geomatics and deputy dean of the Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment at the University of Cape Town (South Africa). She holds a PhD from the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa) and is a fellow of the University of Cape Town. Her research focuses on urban planning in the global South and the effects of inappropriate planning practices and theories especially in Africa. It seeks to unsettle the geopolitics of knowledge production in planning by providing alternative theoretical perspectives from the global South. Vanessa is the author/co-author of seven books, over fifty journal articles and numerous chapters, conference papers and keynotes in the field of planning.
